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CONFIDENTIAL TEGUCIGALPA 1587 

MEXICO AND SAN JOSE FOR DEA 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: SNAR, HO 

SUB J : JUDGE IN JULIANA I NARCOTICS CASE REMOVED 

1 . JESUS LOPEZ ORELLANA, JUDGE OF THE FIRST CRIMINAL COURT IN 
TEGUCIGALPA HAS BEEN REMOVED BY THE SUPREME COURT FOR 
NEGLIGENCE AND ERRORS IN THE ABORTIVE TRIAL OF JULIANA I CREW 
MEMBERS. THE JULIANA I, WITH COLOMBIAN OWNERSHIP AND CREW 
BUT OF HONDURAN REGISTRY, WAS CAPTURED ON THE HIGH SEAS BY THE 
U.S. COAST GUARD IN LATE 1977 WITH A LARGE QUANTITY OF 

MARIJUANA ABOARD. ITS CREW WAIVED EXTRADITION AND WAS DEPORTED TO 
HONDURAS FOR TRIAL. 

2. UPON ARRIVAL THEY WERE JAILED AND CHARGED WITH "SMUGGLING 
PREJUDICIAL TO HONDURAS." SHORTLY AFTER ARRIVAL THEIR DEFENSE 
LAWYER APPEALED THE CHARGES BUT LOST. THE CHARGES WERE CON 
FIRMED BY THE APPEALS COURT. JUDGE LOPEZ ORELLANO NEVERTHELESS 
THEN MODIFIED THE CHARGE TO ONE OF COMPLICITY IN SMUGGLING, 

WHICH PERMITS BAIL. THE CREW WAS RELEASED ON ABOUT $5,000 BAIL. 
SHORTLY THEREAFTER. AT THE REQUEST OF THE DEFENSE LAWYER, 

THE BAIL WAS RETURNED AND THE CREW REMAINED FREE ON HIS PERSONAL 
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COGNIZANCE. SOON THEREAFTER (EARLY MARCH) THEY SKIPPED THE 
COUNTRY. 

3. COMMENT: THERE IS, OF COURSE STRONG SUSPICION THAT LOPEZ 
ORELLANA WAS BRIBED. LOPEZ HAS INDIGNANTLY DENIED THAT HE WAS 
WRONG IN ALLOWING BAIL. A SENIOR SUPREME COURT OFFICIAL TOLD 
EMBOFF THAT THERE IS NO EVIDENCE OF BRIBERY. HE SAID LOPEZ 
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WAS REMOVED BECAUSE OF THE GOH'S STRONG DESIRE TO PROSECUTE THOSE 
WHO USE ITS FLAG OF CONVENIENCE FOR NARCOTICS TRAFFICKING 
AND ITS DISPLEASURE THAT LOPEZ' ERRORS ALLOWED THESE CREW 
MEMBERS TO ESCAPE. 

JARAMILLO 
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